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New Exhibit to Debut at Coventry Cathedral 

 
April 26th, 2010--Coventry England: Afghanistan: Images From an Era of Peace, a new 
travelling photographic exhibition, makes its international debut at Coventry Cathedral. Mark 
your calendar for Saturday, May 8th for a rare opportunity to join U.S. photographer and 
author, Joseph Hoyt, for a special behind-the-scenes gallery walk and book-signing event from 
1pm to 2.30 p.m.  The exhibit runs through July 3, 2010. 
 
In the last 8 months, Coventry Cathedral has held funerals for three British servicemen from the 
local area: Sapper Guy Mellors from the 36th Royal Engineers Regiment; and Lance-Corporal 
James Fullarton, and Fusilier Shaun Bush from the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.  
 
Canon Director for Reconciliation, David Porter, said “The conflict in Afghanistan is having a 
profound impact on both British servicemen and their families, and the people of Afghanistan. 
The City and Cathedral’s focus on Peace & Reconciliation, born in the fiery Blitz of November 
1940, gives us the opportunity to engage with contemporary conflicts, such as Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Through these 50 powerful black and white images, we discover the fascinating 
history of the once peaceful Afghanistan—its people, landscapes and ancient ruins in a poor but 
culturally and historically rich nation, and we are invited to reflect more deeply on the 
consequences of conflict there today for both British and Afghani people.” 
  



“Nearly every day we are exposed to images of the people, landscapes and everyday life in 
Afghanistan. The world’s press focuses its lens on the turmoil and despair of the ongoing 
tragedy that has been unfolding there for the past thirty years to remind us of the importance of 
saving Afghanistan from the forces intent on its dominance or destruction.” said photographer 
Joseph Hoyt.  As a young traveller, Hoyt visited Afghanistan in the early 1970s. Afghanistan: 
Images from an Era of Peace is the resulting exhibition and offers visitors a valuable record of 
what life in Afghanistan was like more than 30 years ago—a contrasting view to what has 
become the stereotypical press imagery: black-turbaned thugs and gun-wielding terrorists. 
  
Khaled Hosseini, noted author of two best-selling novels of Afghanistan: The Kite Runner and A 
Thousand Splendid Suns makes the following comments about Hoyt’s work: “For years now, 
Afghanistan has become synonymous with the Taliban, Al Qaeda, and terrorism. But it wasn’t 
always so. For most of the previous century, Afghanistan lived in peaceful anonymity. It was a 
magnet for travellers who came to see the rugged beauty of the land, to walk along the old Silk 
Route, and to meet its kind and hospitable people. Joseph Hoyt’s lens gloriously brings back 
this bygone Afghanistan. In his photos, we get a glimpse of a land that was once a meeting 
point of cultures, a link between east and west. He captures the raw, ethereal beauty of this 
land, a taste of its prosperous history, and the unique spirit of its proud and resilient people. 
What’s more, looking at Hoyt’s photographs of this happier era, the suffering and tumult that the 
Afghan people have endured since is made more personal. The toll of the tragedy becomes 
palpable. This is testament to Hoyt’s skills as a photographer as well as his personal affection 
for this war-scarred land and its people.”  
 
From May 19th 2010, International  Development charity Turquoise Mountain is also 
contributing Islamic Arts & Crafts to the cathedral. Turquoise Mountain is regenerating 
Afghanistan's traditional arts and historic areas, creating jobs, skills, and a renewed sense of 
national identity. They are a non-profit, non-governmental organisation that was established in 
2006 at the request of HRH the Prince of Wales and HE Hamid Karzai, the president of 
Afghanistan. Turquoise Mountain's aim is to revive Afghanistan's traditional crafts, and to 
regenerate Murad Khane, a historic area of Kabul's old city known for its rich cultural heritage.  
 
The exhibition will start on Saturday 8th May, and will be launched by a talk from photographer 
Joseph Hoyt at 1pm.  
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For more information, or to arrange an interview with Canon for Reconciliation, David Porter, 
please contact  
Tina Dyer - Tourism Marketing and Public Relations Executive 
T: 024 7652 1229 
M: 07789 102142 
Tina.dyer@coventrycathedral.org.uk 
OR 
Nick Chavasse, 
Director of Tourism, Heritage, and Events 
T: 024 7652 1226 
M: 07941 335094 
E: Nick.chavasse@coventrycathedral.org.uk 
 
Joseph Hoyt will be available at Coventry Cathedral on 8th May 2010. Please contact Tina Dyer 
to book interviews for this day.  


